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under conditions the more important of which were that the
King of Prussia should dispose of the armed forces, postal
arrangements and telegraph-lines of the Duchies; that these
latter should enter the Customs' Union; and that they
should cede to Prussia some territories near Kiel and
abutting upon the projected canal between the North Sea
and the Baltic. This offer Court Mensdorff declined; and
on April 6 Austria voted for a motion brought forward by
the South German Governments for the unconditional
establishment of the Hereditary Prince as ruler of Holstein,
and carried by a majority. It was not, however, recognised
by Prussia and therefore took no effect. When Bismarck
thereupon demanded that the class representatives in
Schleswig-Holstein should be heard upon the question in
dispute, Mensdorff would not consent; and when subse-
quently Vienna herself proposed that the class representatives
should be convoked, Bismarck exacted the expulsion before-
hand of the " Pretender," whose presence in the country ren-
dered a free expression of opinion on their part impossible.
During the summer of 1865, as Austria did not give way,
a settlement by arms appeared imminent. Whilst the
King and Bismarck were in Karlsbad, the latter once more
complained at Vienna of the Augustenburg agitation, and
threatened that Prussia would deal with it on her own
account On his way to G-astein, the King held council
at Ratisbon with his Ministers and Envoy at the Court of
Vienna, and decided upon adhering to the February
Conditions, Two days later (July 23), Bismarck had a
conversation at Salzburg with the Bavarian Minister, Von
der Pfordten, to whom he expressed his conviction that
war between Austria and Prussia, had become inevitable,
observing that the interests of the Central States urgently
required that they should take their stand forthwith, in view